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identification and recovery of a
variety of valuable hydrocarbon-
bearing substances from subterranean
reservoirs have occurred during the
past decade. Because these valuable
hydrocarbons are, for the most part,
trapped within a subterranean
formation, the recovery of the
hydrocarbon is usually effected by the
in situ production of the hydrocarbon
through an injection well penetrating
the subterranean formation and a
recovery well penetrating the
subterranean formation. The recovery
well is spaced away from the
injection well to provide a
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communication path between the
injection and recovery wells. The
production of the hydrocarbon from
the formation to the recovery well is
typically effected by a mobile fluid
which is injected into the formation
through the injection well. The
production of the mobile fluid to the
recovery well is normally effected by
the injection of the mobile fluid
through the injection well. The
injection of the mobile fluid into the
formation is normally effected by an
injection well located above the
recovery well. The communication
path between the injection and
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recovery wells may be open during
the injection of the mobile fluid into
the formation or may be temporarily
opened and then closed at the end of
the injection. For example, in the
case of a large gas injection well, the
communication path may be open
between the injection and recovery
wells for the first half of the injection
period and then closed during the
second half of the injection period. In
a typical situation, the injection well
is closed off from the recovery well
by placing a plug in the injection well
near the end of the injection period to
block the injection well from the
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recovery well. The injection well, if it
contains a packer and produces the
hydrocarbon, may be a mature well
having the injection well spaced from
the production well 2d92ce491b
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