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from a naval vessel that is an anti-ship version of its Dongfeng-31, or DF-31, medium-range ballistic missile and is likely to be
deployed with China's second aircraft carrier. In Beijing's biggest military parade for decades, an unidentified cruise missile

blasted into the sky over the South China Sea during the annual display. Adm. John Richardson, chief of naval operations, said
the test was the first of its kind and demonstrates China's ability to reach targets far beyond its borders. "We have the ability to
strike other nations from outside their territories if we deem it necessary," he said. "Our ability to have a significant strike force
is not limited to the South China Sea, but is exercised anywhere in the world that we deem necessary and appropriate." China's

military has become more active in asserting its sovereignty and rights in the region in recent years, drawing international
criticism and concerns from the United States. Richardson said that as China's navy has grown stronger, the risk of a

miscalculation between the two countries is increasing. "We have to be able to defend ourselves and ensure that we're able to
operate in every corner of the globe," he said. "But it's not just the U.S. or other nations' ships that are in the way; it's a

multitude of the small, the medium and the large vessels of other nations that surround us." × Fear of missing out? Sign up for
the Early Bird Brief, the defense industry's most comprehensive news and information, straight to your inbox. Thanks for

signing up. By giving us your email, you are opting in to the Early Bird Brief. A technical description for the DF-31C said it is
"capable of precision strike missions, including suppression of enemy air defense and electronic attack, and anti-ship cruise

missile missions." The missile used in the test was loaded with a satellite guidance system and a range of about 1,250 miles. It
carried out a flight test of the missile from a mother ship that was accompanied by a group of warships. The test comes ahead of
China's first domestically developed aircraft carrier expected to be commissioned next year. Taiwan, which China claims as its

own territory, has maintained a U.S. military presence in the area after the
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