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Access to and use of European Earth Science Sensing (ESS) data is limited to users authorized by the European Union to access the data. Information on these users can be found here: While the ESS has not agreed to extend its copyright or copyright-like privileges to non-EU users, a number of ESS Member States have in the past granted access rights to non-EU users. Now the European Space Agency is exploring how ESS could
be opened up to non-EU users. In accordance with this new policy, the ESS data policy has been updated to give users the ability to analyse and use ESS data for research purposes. But the ESS data policy also clarifies that the right to use and distribute data is limited by the legal rights of the originating organisation and that only researchers associated with that organisation can use the data. This policy is effective from September
2015. The new policy is accompanied by the following key changes: ESS's Member States are required to make the data available to authorised users for this purpose, and the beneficiaries of the data have the right to reproduce the data. Data holders are required to state the source of their data. In the case of ESA data, that source is the ESA System for Automated Geodetic Control and Assistance (SAGE). In the case of ESS data,
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