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were the only vessels designed by Henry Heathcoat in his role as Chief Constructor to the Royal Navy. Background With the establishment of the Royal Navy in the 1840s, and the subsequent end of the Napoleonic Wars, there was a shortage of small vessels. In 1848, London Dock Commissioners turned to the Royal Dockyards to supply a number of small vessels for construction on the high seas,

including a ship of the line. A number of small vessels were ordered from Heathcoat's own yard at Woolwich, one of them a barge with a short forecastle. However, in 1846, a similar class of vessels had been designed and approved by Lord John Russell for the Royal Australian Navy. These vessels proved a great success, and eight were built for the service. However, these vessels were smaller than the
originally approved
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