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com/blog/Setting-up-ERDAS-Imagine-9-2/Image copyright Reuters The UK is to send troops to help support the US-led coalition
conducting air strikes against so-called Islamic State in Syria. Military officials say Royal Air Force Tornado GR4s have been pressed

into service after delays in the US getting the planes in the air. A squadron of two Typhoons and two Tornados are to be deployed at the
request of the US, which is looking to go after IS in Raqqa, the group's de facto capital in Syria. The RAF has refrained from

commenting on its role in the operation. The commander of the UK military's Joint Forces Operation (JFO) in Iraq and Syria, Maj Gen
Rupert Jones, said earlier this month that he was working to have aircraft based in the UK able to conduct air strikes against IS. The UK's
contribution will consist of two Typhoons and two Tornados at RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus. The RAF will be in Cyprus for a month and then

the jets will be flown to the US for the deployment. The Tornados - adapted to carry laser-guided bombs - will be based in the Middle
East while the Typhoons will be based in the UK. JFO is an organisation set up to coordinate the operations of the Ministry of Defence
and its partners in the UK-led anti-Isis coalition. According to the UK's Ministry of Defence, a series of Typhoon and Tornado aircraft
have been scrambled to provide air cover for US-led air strikes against IS. One Tornado was deployed to strike IS targets in Syria and
Iraq in August, and military officials said a further two Tornados had been used in a similar operation. "The Typhoons are primarily

involved in reconnaissance, to gather intelligence for coalition missions," said a defence official. Image copyright Reuters Image caption
A US pilot flies an F-15E Strike Eagle over Kurdish regions in northern Iraq The UK has had Tornados in the Middle East since

November, and is currently home to a squadron based in Cyprus. There have been some personnel from RAF Tornado GR4s 3e33713323
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