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are concerned, where no one is safe. We are in a world which is so imbued with a sense of good and evil, right and wrong, that it
would be a grave mistake to pretend that the solution to the problem of evil and suffering is an easy, quickly predictable one. It
is not to deny that in its history this has been true. The irrationality of the sick and the dying, and of the loved ones of the sick

and dying, is attested to in all times and in all cultures. It is true that, in our rationalized culture, it is said that "God loves us and
our suffering is in His plan", and that the more we know, the more we have to suffer, and the more we suffer, the more we

know, for "the more we suffer, the more we are justified in our beliefs". It is just as true that religion is not the only or the most
potent justification of the cruelty of the world: The more helpless, the more "defenseless" the individuals or groups that we

exploit, the more "we have the right" to exploit them, even if as a matter of fact we don't have the right. It is a grandiose
delusion to pretend that this is not true: In the average, normal, everyday world of men, you can't expect the great, the

imaginative and the creative people to accept 'fate' and 'predestination' and the necessity of the 'great plan' as an explanation of
such obvious facts as that a good number of people, including most of the people who are regarded as the'very best' have to die

in a very short time, apparently not by 'tastes of God' but in circumstances which have at least as much suffering and pain as
they have happiness. Nor do we have any reason to suppose that this is an exclusively Christian phenomenon. Every religion
makes strange and contradictory claims about the moral universe of man, and in the end we have to judge them all by their
fruits. We should not be surprised that "the God of the Old Testament, the God of the New Testament, the Buddha, and the

Muhammad are more or less indistinguishable from each other, and are equally absurd". That is the whole point.Tegtmeyer's bat
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