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Field of the Invention The present
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photographed into digital data,
storing the digital data obtained by
the conversion into a recording
medium, and outputting the data,
and more particularly to a digital
camera capable of continuously
Imaging an object to be
photographed, converting the
obtained image data into digital
data while the imaging operation is
in progress, and storing the digital
data obtained by the conversion in a
recording medium. 2. Description of
the Related Art A digital camera for
converting an object image imaged
by an imaging optical system into
digital data can be installed in a
mobile phone, a mobile information
terminal, a notebook type personal
computer, and the like and used as
a digital camera. A conventional
digital camera includes an imaging
device for converting the object
Image into an electric signal, and an
interface device for inputting the
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electric signal from the imaging
device into the mobile phone, the
mobile information terminal, the
notebook type personal computer,
and the like. The conventional
digital camera imaged an object by
a step-and-repeat operation of the
Imaging optical system, and
sequentially stored imaged image
data in a recording medium. This
saved imaged image data into the
recording medium after the
completion of the entire series of
Imaging operations. The digital
camera also has the function of
continuously imaging an object
while an imaging operation is being
performed. A digital camera
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,286,712
Bl, for example, is capable of
storing image data in a recording
medium even during the period
when the imaging operation is in
progress. When a digital camera
provided with a function of
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continuously imaging an object
while an imaging operation is being
performed is used, image data of
each frame, which is obtained by
Imaging an object, is sequentially
stored in a recording medium. The
stored image data is sequentially
output in an imaging order.
However,
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