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Blade Runner. | don’t know if you’ve noticed, but writing emails has become my preferred way of communicating.
It's fast, and it’'s easy, even for something as pedestrian as a missive to my sister, or ‘thanks for your support on
eBay’. But when it comes to my semi-professional writing career and such things as letters to publications, and
even paying checks, I'm a fairly newbie. | turn 30 this year, and it’s finally dawned on me that I'm not actually the
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uber-cool old man who’s always so witty and charming. Or at least that’s what | like to believe. It’s just that I'm not
in touch with what’s going on in the outside world. I've been in the job market for almost two years now. I've
written articles for the papers, and sent out dozens of inquiries. | think I've got the gist of things, but | certainly
need to improve. So what do | do? | keep thinking that if | don’t keep sending out my own letters, then I'm basically
giving up. Writing letters yourself, especially the long, involved ones, is a skill which I've not yet acquired.
Fortunately, I’'m surrounded by people who can teach me. | was talking to my mum this week. She’s a rather
conservative and pragmatic person, and she’s shocked when | tell her that I'm thinking of becoming a writer. I've
always been a bit of a nervous nellie, and | know that some of my letters are dreadfully stiff and mediocre. But I've
carried on with it. Perhaps it's because it's been the one thing that I'm good at. My mum recommended | try
contacting outlets to see what type of articles | might be able to write. I've always been interested in psychology,
and this might be a good way for me to explore a subject I've long wanted to write about. One of the best things
I've done lately is to start working on my resume, or ‘cover letter
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