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in Berlin. I love about my thoughts on culture, lifestyle, and politics. I'm also a reco n nt. Like most women in my position, I've been asked "why did you get cancer?" or "what are you doing to take care of yourself?" or "what 0 do about the fact that you're now at a higher risk for developing the disease?" | know these questions are sincere, but | refuse to respond with "because I'm at risk of developing breast cancer.” Why? Because | didn't choose to be a cancer pa d ant to be treated like one. Not gettin:
' The ol l few year: rom thi nfi

love to write vering cancer patient. t a at are you going t h Kk tient, and | don X
ith the understanding that ad cancer, with the purpose of living each day differently in the aftermath. And, most important, | don't want to be treated differently. When | was first diagnosed with breast cancer, the doctor told me that | was fortunate because | had a relatively low chance of developing the disease again. risk of getting it in the future was small, and | was only a few years away from the average age of breast cancer diagnosis. This was welcome news, because, again, | didn't choose to be a cancer patient. Unfortunately, when | tried to share the good news with others, | started getting the "cancer
i recently about your cancer, or perhaps you've tried to talk to your doctor about your situation, you've likely experienced a barrage of questions about your health and life situation. These questions are never really helpful, because most of the time you have no idea what you're being asked. You start by responding to questions like "how are you feeling?" or "how are you coping?" This almost always means answering the questions with questions of your own. How do you feel ut your cancer? How are you doing? I'm doing well. You? I'm good. It's too early to tell. How are you coping with the disease?
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