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effects of antihypertensive therapy and obesity in the
aged hypertensive patient. Despite antihypertensive
therapy, a high proportion of the elderly hypertensive
population continue to develop target-organ damage

(TOD) and die of stroke. The purpose of this study was
to determine the effects of antihypertensive therapy

on the incidence of TOD and vital status in the elderly
(age > or = 65 years) hypertensive population. One

thousand six hundred forty-one hypertensive patients
(mean age = 72 years; 50% male) were treated with a
standard antihypertensive regimen at 6 primary care

centers. At baseline and after 10 years, left ventricular
mass, systolic and diastolic left ventricular function,

and ankle-brachial index (ABI) were assessed in 1167
patients (91%). Fifty-one percent were obese (body
mass index [BMI] > 30). Eighty-two percent of the
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obese and 62% of the nonobese patients had TOD at
baseline. After 10 years, there was no change in the

incidence of TOD among obese or nonobese patients,
although systolic and diastolic left ventricular function

were improved. ABI did not change in either group.
After
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is directed generally to a method and apparatus for
manufacturing light emitting diodes (LED's) and more
particularly to a method and apparatus for producing
LED's using silica glass. In recent years, efforts have
been made in the manufacture of LED's to replace

conventional incandescent lamps with LEDs. The use
of LED's for conventional lighting applications has

been limited because of the characteristics of the LED
lamp assembly which typically include at least one

LED and at least one phosphor. Since LED's and
phosphors have different temperature characteristics,

the LED's operating temperature is limited to about
80° C. In addition, the phosphors employed within

such LED lamp assemblies are low luminance, which,
in turn, limit the achievable brightness of the LED
lamp. Recently, a single LED semiconductor chip

which includes a phosphor was proposed and others

                               4 / 9



 

have since followed suit. This development has
enabled LED lamp assemblies to be produced that
have a substantially higher operating temperature,
thereby improving the brightness of the LED lamp.
However, because this type of LED lamp assembly
includes the phosphor directly adjacent to the LED,
the phosphor is often degraded when the LED lamp

assembly is operated within a hot environment, such
as a home, shop or factory environment. In view of the
limitations discussed above, others have explored the

use of other forms of phosphors which allow for the
production of a LED lamp assembly that has a

substantially increased operating temperature and
which maintains the brightness of the LED lamp
assembly upon exposure to high temperature

conditions. One example of a phosphor which can be
employed for this purpose is a germanium-containing
phosphor. However, such phosphors typically have a

relatively low luminance. Another example of a
phosphor that can be employed for this purpose is a
phosphor which is comprised of a dopant that is not

included in the substrate, but is added to the growing
SiC films. However, such phosphors generally exhibit
lower luminance and higher temperature sensitivity

than some of the phosphors that are incorporated into
a host matrix. Thus, there is a need for a method and

apparatus for manufacturing high brightness LED's
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using phosphors which exhibit a high luminance,
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1.1.7.February 27, 2011 Nigerian lead producer signs

short-term deal Nigerian lead producer Chizoba
Solomon has signed a 30-month agreement with the

Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC). “It is
indeed a great honour and privilege for my company,

Olam Group, to have signed a new three-year
agreement with NNPC to represent the Nigerian crude

oil industry,” Solomon said in a statement. “This
agreement will give us the opportunity to upgrade our
technology infrastructure to meet the government’s
mandate to bring new oil production to the country.”
Solomon hopes the deal will give Olam a competitive
advantage over other local producers, who currently
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produce 95 per cent of Nigeria’s oil. He added that it
would also allow Olam to better meet long-term plans

of the NNPC’s without lengthy negotiations. “The
NNPC and Olam both have enough experience to
bridge the gap and fix the issues between the two
institutions,” Solomon said. “We are happy to be a
part of this journey.” According to the NNPC, N25

billion has already been set aside to finance the deal.
“This is going to be the single largest investment in

our nation’s oil production capacity since the
commissioning of our first oil production plant in

1970,” Martin Eze, a senior petroleum engineer with
NNPC, said in the statement. “The revitalisation of our
oil industry is a crucial part of the government’s plan

to bring a new level of economic growth to our nation,
and we look forward to a long association with Olam
Group.” The agreement follows similar agreements

signed earlier this month between
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