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applications have been found to be toxic (1, 2). Here, we
discuss several methods to measure cytotoxicity of

compounds in cultured cells and how to address biological
questions that arise from these experiments. We start with a

brief introduction to the types of toxicity that can be
investigated using cell-based assays: membrane and

microstructural toxicity, apoptosis, necrosis, and cytolysis.
Each of these has its own toxicity signature and we present

methods to identify these. This is followed by a description of
the assays that are available to measure the toxicity of

compounds. These include: ATP content assays, spectroscopic
assays, lactate dehydrogenase release assays, and
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