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to an improved ballast for such a lighting
system. High-pressure sodium discharge lamps
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are arranged in a lighting system to form a
bright light array such as are used for lighting
highway overpasses. Such an overpass light
array requires a plurality of such discharge

lamps. For good efficiency, it is desirable for
each lamp in such a lighting system to operate
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at the same power level. To this end, a common
current is supplied to the lamps, which current
flows through each lamp with the same current
density. This permits the use of a single ballast

or inverter to power the lamps. In typical
outdoor lighting systems, several hundred

discharge lamps are provided and connected in
parallel with a single ballast. With the advent of

new fluorescent lamps having higher
efficiencies, the light output of the system must

be increased to maintain the same level of
illumination. The higher frequency ballasts

previously available for such lighting systems do
not operate at sufficient power. The invention is

directed to the achievement of a compact
lighting system which is capable of producing a
high level of illumination. The system utilizes a

ballast of a novel design which is capable of
producing high power at relatively high

frequencies while operating at substantially
reduced power at lower frequencies. This

permits the high-frequency ballast to be applied
to lamps in a system having a lower frequency
ballast without rendering the system incapable
of illuminating adequately., persons found to

have had culpable mental states are punished in
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the imposition of criminal sanctions. But when a
court is faced with a problem of statutory

construction or general application, different
considerations enter. A statutory rule of

construction, for instance, is appropriate to
resolve the conflict in perspectives of parties
who ultimately may be similarly situated. In

such situations, a court's sense of justice, based
on its understanding of social or economic

realities, might suggest a particular
construction, which would have a tendency to
better effectuate the social legislative policy.
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