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delay to Brexit. The proposal from the
European Commission proposes a deal
that would provide legal assurances to
the British government. It proposes a

one-year "flextension" of the Article 50
negotiating period to 30 June 2020, or

even a further year to 31 January 2021.
The EU executive proposal will be
discussed by EU leaders later on

Wednesday. Meanwhile, the British
government will present the draft

withdrawal agreement to the European
Parliament tomorrow, and will set out

its position to the relevant EU
institutions in the coming days. The UK

government and its EU counterparts
have been locked in a stand-off in the

last three weeks, as Prime Minister
Theresa May is under increasing

pressure from EU leaders to drop her
Chequers proposals and is considering

a deal based on World Trade
Organization rules. READ MORE: Brexit
talks - the background In an interview
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with Sky News, Brexit Secretary
Dominic Raab said the EU draft offers a
"crucial" outline of the issues that must
be resolved. Raab reiterated that the
Irish backstop is the "glue" that binds
the withdrawal agreement together.
"The proposition that I laid out to my
colleagues this morning was to come

back to the European Union - to open a
new phase of negotiation - where we

can work together to negotiate on those
things that are of mutual interest: on
trade, which for the UK is very big. On
aviation, on security cooperation, on
science," Raab told Sky News. "It will

give us the chance to negotiate a future
relationship, and to that end we want to
engage with the European Union on a
positive way, not on a negative way,"
he said. "We want to engage on future

arrangements that are mutually
beneficial, not mutually destructive."

When asked if he will listen to the
voices of MPs who want to see a no-
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deal exit on March 29, Raab said: "We'll
have to listen to their advice. We'll also

listen to parliament's advice." He
added: "We're in a party political

election in the UK, a general election in
the United States, and the EU doesn't

want to, in some respects, play into the
party politics of this." May has promised

the "firmest
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