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Invention relates to a weighing system
which is useable by a vehicle driver, and
has particular application to a scale used in
connection with a vehicle's instrument
panel. In practice the term “vehicle” is
used to include all land, air, sea and space
vehicles and is also understood to include
vehicle “equipment” such as batteries,
switch packs and the like where the vehicle
Is not self-sufficient. The term “vehicle” as
used herein is not restricted to any one
type of vehicle or its application but will
iInclude all suitable vehicles where
appropriate. In the field of vehicle weighing
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it is known to measure the weight of a
vehicle by use of a digital weighing unit
comprising either one or two weighing
cells. Typically, the digital weighing unit
will measure the weight of the vehicle at
an interval which is sufficient to give an
accurate result in connection with the
vehicle's performance data. This data is
then displayed on the vehicle's instrument
panel. Current vehicle weighing units
typically operate in two modes. In the first
mode the user of the vehicle can select
either a “dry” or “wet” operation. During
the “dry” operation the vehicle weight is
measured when the engine is cold and
there is no fluid in the vehicle's fuel
system. The engine is then run for a few
minutes to warm it up. During the “wet”
operation the vehicle weight is measured
when the engine is running and a fluid such
as petrol, diesel or bio fuel is in the
vehicle's fuel system. In order to reduce
the overall cost of vehicle construction and
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hence increase its market value, vehicle
manufacturers need to reduce weight and
there have been many recent attempts to
replace more expensive materials with
cheaper and less demanding materials
which are more readily available. One way
in which vehicle weight can be reduced is
by use of electrical equipment. In particular
it is known to use a microprocessor based
control unit to control the operation of
electrical components in a vehicle. It is also
known to incorporate
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