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This was the opening track on the
album, Rebelle, and although it

may seem like an obvious choice,
it isnt. Matoub had not made a

point of even showing it to Russet,
he just liked the song. He liked it
so much he wanted to play it live.
It had one thing though which he
knew he couldnt make up for. He
had no drummer. He settled for
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the same cowbell and a bit of
tabla. He knew what he was doing.
He knew that if he didnt play live

he wouldnt be happy. Matoub
started to work on a new album,

his first in seven years and,
indeed, he had been trying to
write for two years. The exact

nature of his illness was unclear to
anyone, not least himself. Despite
its inherent uncertainty, however,
the album contained elements of

his genius. Rebelle revealed a
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newfound sophistication, even
virtuosity, that was all his own and
which signaled Matoub s return to
the mainstream. Still, he did not

want to abandon his place of birth.
Matoub decided that he would
meet Zemmour, the Algerian

football team s coach. It was to be
a practical joke. On a mission to
get Zemmour sacked, Matoub
proceeded to finish Rebelle, on

July 22, 1999 and released his first
LP since his self-imposed exile.
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But, as he was about to submit the
final mixes to his record label, he

received a phone call from
Zemmour s nephew. He wanted to
inform him of the coach s decision

not to sack him. The music on
Rebelle is more visceral and richer
than anything you could record in
a studio, more urgent, a series of
events that reach you at once, at
the same time as the musicians.

Its the result of confidence in what
can be done, and a hard-headed
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refusal to fit things into an
artistically superfluous mould. It

was the most important record of
its year, and is the only thing from
the year that I consider to be the
album of the year. 5ec8ef588b
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